
 

 

 
 

The Immigration team at KPMG continuously tracks the recent developments in 

Ukraine in relation to Immigration related areas and publishes them as Ukrainian 
Immigration News Tracker. Please find the key developments that occurred over the 
last few weeks enumerated below. For more immigration related updates, please 

visit Immigration News Highlights. 
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Canada 

— Canada has established the Canada-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency Travel (CUAET) 
program to support individuals affected by the conflict in Ukraine. Under this program Ukrainians 

and their immediate family members of any nationality, may stay in Canada for up to three years 
as temporary residents. The CUAET is available for individuals who either hold a valid Ukrainian 

passport or another national identity document.  

— Applicants without a valid passport can also apply to the CUAET program, wherein they will 
be provided with a single use travel document at the discretion of the authorities on a case -by-
case basis. 

— The CUAET provides Ukrainian nationals currently outside of Canada a visitor visa to come to 

Canada temporarily. This streamlined visitor visa process is: 

A. Fee-exempt 

B. Valid for 10 years or until passport expiry; and 

C. Allows individuals to travel in and out of Canada so long as their visa is valid. 

 

                           
       
       

https://kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2022/01/gms-immigration-news-highlights.html


The visitor visa is processed on a priority basis (target processing times of 14 days for standard 
cases) and provides an option to apply for a fee-exempt open work permit at the same time. An 
open work permit allows individuals to work for any employer and in any location in Canada. 

— Ukrainians and their families will now be permitted to apply overseas for the CUAET visa, free 

of charge until 15 July 2023. CUAET visa holders will be permitted to travel to Canada until 31 
March 2024 under the special program. 

— CUAET holders residing in Canada will have until 31 March 2024 to extend or adjust their 

temporary residence status. 

— Upon entry to Canada, Ukrainian nationals can receive status as either a visitor, worker (if 
they applied for an open work permit) or student if the applicant is under 18 and wishes to study 

in Canada. Status is granted for up to three years. Fees for a temporary resident visa, open work 
permit, study permit, biometrics, temporary resident permit will not apply.   

— Immediate family members of Ukrainian nationals who are outside of Canada can also apply 
under the CUAET. Family members include spouse or common-law partner, dependent child, or 

dependent child of a dependent child. 

— Ukrainian nationals who are currently in Canada can extend their stay in Canada for up to 
three more years or until their passport expires. Students can extend their stay for the duration of 

their studies. 

— IRCC has established a dedicated service channel for Ukraine immigration questions 
available for people both in Canada and abroad at +1-613-321-4243, with collect calls accepted. 

They can add the keyword “Ukraine2022” to the IRCC crisis web form with their question and it 
will be prioritized. Applicants who do not have a valid passport may still apply for the CUAET. 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will issue a single journey travel 

document on a case-by-case basis, where appropriate further information can be provided upon 
request.  

— A web page has been set up to provide current information on measures, which includes 

content in Ukrainian for ease of reference.  

— IRCC is ensuring that Ukrainians currently in Canada can extend their stay or stay longer in 
Canada by prioritizing the renewal of work and study permits and extending a policy that allows 

individuals to apply for a work permit from within Canada. This policy is allowing temporary 
residents who have a job offer to remain in Canada and start working while they wait for their 
work permit application to be processed.  

— The government of Canada is also calling on employers who wish to support Ukrainians with 

offers of employment to register these offers on Job Bank’s Jobs for Ukraine webpage. Job Bank 
will then work with local organizations and employers to help connect them with Ukrainians 

seeking work in their communities. 

— IRCC has also taken steps to increase operational readiness in the region, including 
relocating staff, moving additional supplies and equipment, such as mobi le biometric collection 

kits, in anticipation of an increased volume of requests, and adjusting operations in offices across 
our global network to ensure service continuity for Ukraine. Online options are available for most 

applications. 
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Australia 

— The Department of Immigration and Border Protection is supporting Australia’s response to 
the escalating crisis in Ukraine and is progressing outstanding visa applications from Ukrainian 
nationals as a priority, across all visa categories. The Department has finalized thousands of on-

hand applications over recent days.  

— The Prime Minister has also announced that automatic visa extensions for 6 months will be 
given to Ukrainian nationals in Australia who have a visa expiring before 30 June 2022. Visa 

holders do not need to do anything to receive this extension. The Department is contacting visa 
holders in Australia who have visas expiring soon to make arrangements if they wish to remain in 

Australia. 

— Enquiries from Ukrainian temporary visa holders in Australia, and those waiting on a visa 
outcome or looking for visa options, can be directed to: Global Service Centre (In Australia), 
Phone: 131 881, Enquiry form for Ukraine conflict visa arrangement  

— The Australian government made available a subclass Temporary Humanitarian Concern 

(THC) visa for all Ukrainian nationals who were in Australia on temporary basis and all arrivals. 
The visa is valid for three years and will allow Ukrainian nationals to work, study, and access 

Medicare. 

— The offer of a Temporary Humanitarian Stay has now expired. Those who had applied for the 
same before 31 July 2022 need not do anything until the department contacts them.  

— Those who were unable to accept the offer of temporary humanitarian stay can access normal 

visa pathways, including the skilled, family, student, and visitor visa programs. In case a ‘no 
further stay’ condition is applicable to a Ukrainian’s current visa; they can apply for a waiver of 

the condition by filling a no Further Stay waiver request. Those wishing to extend their stay in 
Australia can explore other visa options. 

— Those who arrived in Australia on the Temporary Humanitarian Concern visa and are unable 
to gain access to normal visa pathways or cannot return to Ukraine can apply for a Bridging visa 

E (subclass 050) or a Protection visa (subclass 866). Further information on these visa classes 
can be accessed on this site. 

— Close family members can apply a visa application on behalf of their family members in 

Ukraine. Ukrainian nationals with relatives in Australia can apply for a Visitor visa under the 
Tourist stream by providing details of their Australian relative. 

— Ukrainian nationals wishing to apply for a visa to travel to Australia must hold one of the 

following documents (internal passport in the form of a booklet is not valid): 

– A valid passport  

–  Certified Certificate of Identity issued by an Embassy or Consulate of Ukraine by a 

neighboring country 



– An internal passport in the form of an ID-Card, that states in both Ukrainian and 
English the full name, date of birth and place of birth of the applicant. 

 

Sri Lanka 

— Sri Lanka extended the period of validity for Russian and Ukrainian tourists who held a valid 

tourist visa on 28 February 2022, up to 22 February 2023. Those who are eligible for visit visa 
extension on free of charge basis should apply online or visiting the Department of Immigration 

and Emigration head office to get their visa extension.  

— Furthermore, necessary facilitates have been provided for these tourists to exit Sri Lankan 
airports without any hindrance on their return journey to their home countries. 
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Austria  

— Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa -free travel 

and are allowed to enter Austria without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 
days.  

― Ukrainian nationals are legally staying in Austria can apply for a visa for special reasons at the 

competent provincial police directorate. 

― Ukrainian nationals may be able to apply for a visa at the Austrian Embassy in Ljubljana or 
Bratislava or at the Consulate General in Munich. 

― As a rule, applications for a residence permit must be submitted from abroad to the Austrian 

representative authorities (embassy, consulate) before entry into Austria. The competence of the 
representative authority depends on the applicant’s place of residence. Applications must be 
submitted in person. However, persons, who are allowed to enter Austria without an entry visa 

can submit the application also at the Austrian authorities (again in person). Temporary right of 
residence has been granted for displaced Ukrainian refugees till 4 March 2024. All eligible 

individuals having a valid residence will be automatically sent a new ID card with the extended 
validity. 

― People can enter the Schengen area without a visa if they have a biometric passport and 

submit their visa application at the Austrian Embassies in Ljubljana and Bratislava or at the 
Consulate General in Munich. 

― International protection in Austria granted by conferring two categories of status: Refugee 
status/entitlement to asylum and Persons entitled to subsidiary protection. An application for 

international protection (i.e., an asylum application) must be filed in Austria. As a rule, it must be 
filed in person. 

― The ordinance of temporary protection for Ukrainian refugees in Austria has been extended ti ll 

March 2024. Family allowances granted after March 2022 shall continue to stay available till 
March 2024. 



― Ukrainian students will continue to be exempt from paying tuition fees for the summer 2023 
semester. For more information, the Austrian National Union of Students can be reached at 

ukraine@oeh.ac.at. 

― Ukrainian displaced persons who have a displaced person's identity card are exempt from the 
Alien Employment Act (Ausländerbeschäftigungsgesetz). Therefore, an employment permit is no 

longer required for the employment of Ukrainian displaced persons. This facilitation shall further 
accelerate the labor market integration of Ukrainian displaced persons who are seeking to 

remain in the Austrian labor market on a permanent basis. 

― More information can be found under the following link in German as well as in English 
language: FAQs in deutscher und englischer Sprache (bmi.gv.at). For Ukrainian nationals in 

Austria the following link was set up in case of need of financial means, accommodation, food 
temporary housing amongst others: Information für ukrainische Staatsangehörige in Österreich 
(bmi.gv.at) 

 

Belgium 

— All Ukrainians who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa-free travel and 
are allowed to enter Belgian territory without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 
180 days.  However, it is important that they declare their arrival at the municipality of their place 
of residence and (Annex 3 – Declaration of arrival)/or request the authorities to extend their stay 
in Belgium as soon as possible. 

— Temporary protection is available for Ukrainian nationals residing in Ukraine before 24 
February 2022, stateless persons, and nationals of third countries under the system of 
international protection in Ukraine before 24 February 2022, and family members of these 
individuals.  

—Ukrainian nations who just arrived in Belgium should present themselves at the Registration 
Center for Temporary Protection. Note  that the Registration Center has moved to 40 Place 
Victor Horta, 1060 Brussels since 24 October 2022. The Registration Center at the Heizel in 
Brussels is no longer open.  

—Ukrainian nationals who comply with the conditions will be granted a temporary residence 
permit. The residence permit also allows them to work for any employer in Belgium 

—The European Commission recently issued a statement that the Temporary Protection Status 
will be extended until March 2024. 

— If they meet the conditions at the Registration Centre, they will obtain a Temporary Protection 
Certificate which will allow them to register in a local commune in Belgium where they will be 
residing 

—Ukrainian nationals who are holder of a Belgian temporary residence permit valid until 4 March 
2023, will be invited or will have to present themselves at their commune of residence 
(depending on commune) to extend their temporary residence permit until March 2024. They 
should bring their current Belgian temporary residence permit, Ukrainian passport/identity card (if 
in their possession) and a passport-size pictures to the commune to initiate the renewal process 

— Upon registration, the local commune will issue an Annex 15 (temporary document) which will 
be valid for 45 days and will allow the Ukrainian citizen to already start working in Belgium for 
any employer while waiting for his/her Belgian E-ID card which will valid until 4 March 2023 
(extendible) 

— It is important to immediately register in the commune of residence when receiving the 
Temporary Protection Certificate as the registration procedure at the local commune can take a 
few weeks. Upon a positive police visit requested by the commune, the temporary residence 
permit will be ordered, and the registration process will be finalized 

mailto:ukraine@oeh.ac.at
https://bmi.gv.at/bmi_documents/2740.pdf
https://bmi.gv.at/bmi_documents/2743.pdf
https://bmi.gv.at/bmi_documents/2743.pdf


— Ukrainian citizens should also enroll into a Belgian Health insurance fund once registered in 
their Belgian commune of residence. 

— Ukrainian citizens wishing to live in Belgium for more than 90 days can obtain a D visa 
(national long-stay visa). Ukrainian citizens may apply for the D visa at the Belgian consulate in 
Warsaw, Poland. 

— Holders of temporary residence permit with a validity of more than 3 months will be issued a 
Temporary A card, which will be valid till 4 March 2023. This can be automatically renewed two 
times for six months, till 4 March 2024.  

— For more information, the Belgian government has launched a website (https://info-
ukraine.be/en/assistance-belgium ) to assist Ukrainian nationals with various questions  

— Ukrainian nationals working in Belgium are, in principle, subject to Belgian income taxes and 
social security. It is important to note that the Temporary Protection Status does not exempt 
Ukrainian refugees working in Belgium from Belgian income taxes and/or social security. 
 

Bulgaria 

— Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa-free regime 
and are allowed to enter Bulgaria without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 
days. 

— Ukrainian nationals who do not hold valid passports or any passport may enter the territory of 
the Republic of Bulgaria as asylum seekers and could benefit from the temporary protection as 
well. 

— Once the Ukrainian national is granted with a temporary protection status and obtains the 
Registration card for temporary protection, he/she shall be entitled to the following rights: 
residence for the period of the temporary protection, access to the Bulgarian labor market 
(without a work permit), accommodation, access to kindergartens and school for children, 
medical care, social welfare assistance, etc. Persons displaced from Ukraine, registered under 
temporary protection in Bulgaria, can move to another EU member state where they can enjoy 
the same protection. 

— Information on the locations of the registration offices for temporary protection is available at - 
https://ukraine.gov.bg/issuance-of-temporary-protection/#map 

— Persons displaced from Ukraine, registered under temporary protection in Bulgaria, can move 
to another EU member state where they can enjoy the same protection. For this purpose, it is not 
necessary to perform any formal actions, to submit applications for waiver of temporary 
protection, or to return the registration card issued by the Bulgarian state. If, however, a  
Ukrainian refugee insists on returning the registration card, this can only be done in the territorial 
offices of the State Agency for Refugees in Sofia and Harmanli. 

— The temporary protection status is extended until 4 March 2024 in accordance with the 
decision of the European Commission to prolong the effect of the Directive on temporary 
protection. 

— The period of validity of the current Registration cards (which expires on 24 Feb 2023) is 
automatically extended until 31 March 2023 to allow sufficient time for the holders of the 
temporary protection status to complete the re-registration procedure. 

— The Registration card could be re-issued upon explicit request of its holder before 31 March 
2023 (or after that). For this purpose, the holder of the temporary protection status shall visit in 
person one of the registration offices (available in the link above). The new Registration card is 
issued immediately. Upon obtaining the prolonged Registration card (with expiry date 4 March 
2024), its holder is entitled to benefit from the rights arising from the temporary protection status. 

 

Croatia 

https://info-ukraine.be/en/assistance-belgium
https://info-ukraine.be/en/assistance-belgium
https://ukraine.gov.bg/issuance-of-temporary-protection/#map


—  Ukrainian nationals are allowed to enter Croatian territory without an entry visa and a stay for 
up to 90 days within 180 days. The registration of address with the Ministry of Interior can be 
performed via e-mail. 

— Further to the Council Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/382 of 4 March 2022, the Croatian 
Government rendered the Decision on Temporary Protection of Individuals Displaced from 
Ukraine on 7 March 2022. 

— Individuals under temporary protection do not require a work permit for entering into an 
employment relationship with an employer in Croatia, they are entitled to healthcare, education 
and certain social welfare rights. Temporary protection status can be approved until 4 March 
2023. If the reasons due to which the same was granted would continue to exist, temporary 
protection would be automatically extended for two consecutive six-month periods.  

— A detailed guidance on inter alia the persons entitled to a temporary protection status, the 
process for regulating the same and the rights of individuals under temporary protection can be 
found on the website Hrvatska za Ukrajinu - Status privremene zaštite (gov.hr). The website is 
available in Ukrainian and Croatian language and serves as the main source of information for 
individuals displaced from Ukraine coming to Croatia.  

— The government of Croatia extended temporary protection of displaced persons from Ukraine 
until 4 March 2024. Ukrainian nationals in Croatia with temporary protection and in possession of 
their Identity Card as a Foreigner under Temporary Protection (“Identity Card”) will need to have 
the extension of that Identity Card certified. The extension to temporary protection and any 
subsequent certification of one’s Identity Card is free-of-charge for beneficiaries of temporary 
protection. 

— Displaced persons from Ukraine should present themselves personally at the Croatian 
Ministry of Interior according to their place of residence to certify the extension of their Identity 
Card.  This should be done no later than 30 April 2023; but it is possible to present oneself later 
without losing temporary protection status. 

— There is no need to apply for the extension of temporary protection.  The extension will be 
recorded in the existing Identity Card. 

— If a displaced person from Ukraine under temporary protection in Croatia changed his/her 
residential address prior to the extension and has not yet registered the new address in his/her 
Identity Card: 

− an Application for registration / cancellation of the residence address of a 
foreign national under temporary protection (Form 11) should be completed, 
and 

− supporting documents regarding accommodation should be submitted (lease 
agreement, statement of the landlord, etc.). 

 

Cyprus 

—  Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports can enter Cyprus without a 
visa. 

— Ukrainian nationals can stay up to 90 days (i.e., normal visa restrictions apply) in the country. 

— Post their arrival in Cyprus, Ukrainian nationals can apply for a work and residence permit, 
subject to various conditions and requirements (on a case-by-case basis depending on the 
application to be submitted). However, for most of the applications, a recent (validity up to 6 
months) duly certified clean criminal record issued by the country of origin of the applicant should 
be presented to the Authorities. 

— Depending on the application to be submitted, direct family members can apply for family 
reunification (i.e., spouse and children to obtain a residence permit). Parents can apply for a 
residence permit (subject to conditions), as visitors.  

https://hrvatskazaukrajinu.gov.hr/informacije/status-privremene-zastite/152


— Ukrainian nationals arriving in Cyprus before 24 February 2022 are entitled to temporary 
protection under the Council Implementing Decision (EU) 2022/382 of 4 March 2022 establishing 
the existence of a mass influx of displaced persons from Ukraine within the meaning of Article 5 
of Directive 2001/55/EC and having the effect of introducing temporary protection.  

— The temporary protection will be valid till 4 March 2023 and may be subjectively extended 
depending on the situation in Ukraine. Those under temporary protection will be provided with a 
residence permit, labor and housing market access, medical assistance, and education for 
children.  

— Applications for temporary protection can be submitted for individuals or families (only 
spouses and minor children can be included in the same application), in person or on this site. 
There are no application fees. A copy of a valid passport or acceptable ID is required to be 
submitted for the same. 

— Detailed information is available at the EU Solidarity with Ukraine site. 

 

Czech Republic 

— Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports may benefit from Visa -free 
travel and can enter the Czech Republic without any visa / Residence Permit and can stay in the 
territory for up to 90 days within 180-day period.  

— Ukrainian nationals without non-biometric passport / those who have exceeded their Visa-free 
stay / do not hold passport are allowed to enter the country with valid identification documents.  

— All arrivals must register their arrival at any of the Regional Centers for Help and Assistance to 
Ukraine within 3 days of entering the Czech Republic.  

— Czech Republic has introduced the "Temporary Protection" – special type of the Long Term 
Visa available to Ukrainian nationals who arrive in the Czech Republic because of war .  

— Applying for asylum or subsidiary protection is also an option after entering the Czech 
Republic, however, it is not recommended by the Immigration Office. The authority encourages 
to apply for the Temporary protection as it is easier and faster.  

— All Ukrainian nationals wishing to perform work activities in the Czech Republic are 
recommended to apply for the Temporary Protection in order to receive a free access to the 
Czech labor market. Otherwise, it is not possible to perform any work activity in  the Czech 
Republic.  

— Except for children and the elderly over 65 years of age, individuals with granted Temporary 
protection are included in the public health insurance system for 150 days as of its issuance. 
After this period, Temporary protection holders must pay for their own insurance unless they fall 
under one of the statutory exemptions.  

— Detailed information for Ukrainian Citizens can be found in Czech / Ukrainian at the official 
website of the Ministry of the Interior.  

— Those whose Temporary Protection expires on 31 March 2023 are required to register for its 
extension via the Ministry of the Interior’s web portal if they wish to stay in the Czech Republic 
beyond this date. This step will extend the Temporary Protection validity till 30 Septem ber 2023. 
Within this period the individuals are required to visit the relevant Immigration Office for the visa 
label restamping appointment granted during the registration. New visa labels are being issued 
with the validity till 31 March 2024.  

— If the individuals fail to register within the set deadline or miss the appointment at the 
Immigration Office for the visa restamping, their Temporary Protection status expires. However, 
they may apply for the Temporary Protection reissuance.  

— Czech Republic’s approach to granting and keeping the Temporary Protection is rather strict. 
The individuals will not be granted with the Czech Temporary Protection visa if they have already 
applied for / been granted with similar status in another EU member country. Moreover, applying 
for international protection will also be an obstacle for receiving the Temporary Protection and 

http://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/asylum/asylumservice.nsf/index_en/index_en?OpenDocument
https://eu-solidarity-ukraine.ec.europa.eu/information-people-fleeing-war-ukraine_en


will also be a reason for its withdrawing. Finally, receiving a visa / residence permit for more than 
90 days in any other country results in an automatic cancellation of the Temporary Protection 
validity (holders of long-term visas issued by Canadian authorities until certain deadline are 
treated specifically and must be assessed on an individual basis).  

— Holders of the Temporary Protection granted in another EU member country may, however, 
apply for a Blue Card. It is necessary that the application is submitted via Embassy of the Czech 
Republic in Kyiv / Consulate in Lvov in person. 

— Currently, Ukrainian refugees may be provided with a temporary emergency accommodation 
for up to 3 months. Those who do not reach the emergency accommodation may apply for being 
accommodated in specific emergency shelters for up to 1 month.  

— The Ministry of Labour has also specified the conditions for granting the financial aid to 

Ukrainian refugees. Every application for such aid will be assessed individually taking into 
account the applicant’s income and age while calculating the amount.  

— From 1 April 2023 onwards, according to the Lex Ukrajina V amendment, free  accommodation 
for Ukrainian refugees will be available for a maximum if 150 days, starting from the day of 

obtaining the accommodation. If the individual leaves the accommodation without good reason, 
or refuses to live there, they shall be considered to have exhausted the maximum period. 

— In case the 150 days period has already expired before the enforcement of the amendment, or 

is to expire within 90 days thereafter, the individual shall have a protective period of 90 days 
wherein they can stay in the accommodation free of charge. 

— According to the amendment, the government will no longer be offering free of charge health 

insurance for individuals aged 18 to 64 years after the lapse of 150 days of stay in the country. 
However, the individuals will continue receiving free health insurance in case their health 
prevents them from working, for example, risky pregnancies, people with terminal cancer or 

bedridden patients. 

 

European Union 

—  The European Council of Refugees and Exile published an information sheet compiling all 
measures taken by European Countries to address the arrival of Ukrainian nationals. 

― The European Commission adopted the Temporary Protection Directive to provide assistance 
to Ukrainians nationals with immediate protection and asylum application.— All arrivals must 
register their arrival at any of the Regional  Centers for Help and Assistance to Ukraine. 

 

Finland 

— Finland has adopted temporary protection for the following groups: 

(a) Ukrainian citizens unable to return to Ukraine due to the Russian attack 

(b) citizens of countries outside the European Union, citizens of countries not party to 
the Schengen Agreement, and stateless persons who have resided in Ukraine legally 
and whose return to the relevant country of origin safely and permanently is not possible  

(c) The family members of Ukrainian citizens and of those granted international 
protection or equivalent national protection in Ukraine, if the family ties were established 
in Ukraine before 24 February 2022 and the family member is not a citizen of a 
European Union Member State, a Nordic country, Liechtenstein, or Switzerland. Family 
members do not need to apply for the same. They can come to Finland and apply for a 
temporary protection upon arrival. If the family member is a citizen of a European Union 
Member State, or a citizen of Liechtenstein or Switzerland, he or she can apply for EU 
registration. 

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/eu-ukraine-relations-factsheet_en
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/eu-agrees-grant-temporary-protection-those-fleeing-war-ukraine_en
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― The applicant has the right to work and study as soon as the application for temporary 
protection is registered with the police or a border control authority. The right to work is 
unrestricted, meaning that the field of employment is not restricted. If an applicant has already 
applied for temporary protection but has not received a certificate from the police or border 
control authority, the Finnish Immigration Service can send the certificate by email. More 
information is available at: Temporary Protection | Maahamuuttovirasto (migri.fi) 

― As of 19 January 2023, the Finnish Immigration Service has extended all residence permits 
granted on the basis of temporary protection. The permits’ validities have been extended to be 
valid until 4 March 2024. The extensions are automatic, so a person who has been granted a 
residence permit based on temporary protection does not need to apply for an extension to their 
existing permit. 

―In the future, all residence permits that the Finnish Immigration Service grants on the basis of 
temporary protection will be valid until 4 March 2024. More information on the Finnish 
Immigration Service’s site: Ukrainasta paenneiden oleskelulupia jatketaan automaattisesti 
4.3.2024 asti | Maahanmuuttovirasto (migri.fi) 

― People who have fled Ukraine may request a municipality of residence online at the Digital 
and Population Data Services Agency (DVV) as of 1 March 2023, after residing in Finland for one 
year with a Finnish personal identification number and a residence permit for temporary 
protection issued at least one year ago that has been extended until 4 March 2024. 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa-free travel 
and are allowed to enter Finland without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 
days (all stays in the Schengen area are counted in the 90 days). 

― Persons wishing to stay in Finland for more than 90 days currently need to apply for a 
residence permit, temporary protection, or asylum in Finland. 

― Applications for asylum or temporary protection can only be submitted in Finland. This also 
includes Ukrainian citizens who currently reside in Finland on a residence permit.  

― The Finnish Immigration Service has suspended issuing negative decisions that would involve 
removal from the country to Ukraine. 

 

France 

― Ukrainians with biometric passport do not need a visa to enter the Schengen area and 
therefore to France. 

― Ukrainian nationals without a biometric passport can enter France without applying for a visa 
to consular authorities. They are further advised to go to a consular post in a country bordering 
Ukraine (Poland, Romania, Hungary etc.) to obtain a visa or a pass to enter France. 

― Ukrainians with a biometric passport are allowed to stay up to 90 days after they enter the 
Schengen Area. 

― If their stay in France is extended beyond 90 days, and/or they need accommodation, they 
can go to the prefecture of the Department in which they arrived, to extend their right to stay. 

― At the prefecture, they can ask for protection if they so wish. 

― France introduced temporary protection for Ukrainian nationals which can be requested upon 
arrival. The following can obtain a temporary protection in France: 

(a) Ukrainian nationals residing in Ukraine before 24 February 2022 

(b) Ukrainian nationals who were on this date on the territory of a member state of the 
European Union or a partner State who’s the permanent residence is in Ukraine  

(c) Non-Ukrainian nationals who benefit from protection (international or equivalent 
national) granted by the Ukrainian authorities 

https://migri.fi/en/temporary-protection
https://migri.fi/en/temporary-protection


(d) Non-Ukrainian individuals with a valid permanent residence permit issued by the 
Ukrainian authorities who are not able to return to their country of origin in a safe and 
sustainable manner 

(e) family member of a person falling under one of the previous cases (family members 
are: spouse, unmarried minor children, and dependent relatives). 

― Temporary protection allows Ukrainians to be eligible to receive asylum seekers’ s allowance, 
work in the country, access the healthcare through medical care, access housing support, and 
schooling facilities for minor children. The temporary residence permit is valid for 6 months and 
can be renewed during the period of validity of the decision. 

― Certain persons are not included in the purview of temporary protection. For instance, when 
the situation of the person is against the public order, etc. 

― The Ukrainian nationals who hold a residence permit in France which will expire soon can 
present themselves at the Préfecture in order to examine their own situation (at least 3 weeks 
and 3 days before the expiration date). Also, the non-Ukrainian nationals who can return to their 
country of origin in safe and long conditions are not supposed to ask for the temporary 
protection. Their right to reside in France may be analyzed by the French authority. The following 
documents will be required to be presented: 

– Valid temporary residence permit 

– Documents proving nationality and civil status 

– Proof of address of less than 3 months 

– Any documents proving evolution of situation (for example, employment contract) 

– Expired temporary residence permit 

 

Germany 

—  Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports are allowed to enter 
Germany visa-free for a period of up to 90 days within half a calendar year, however, no 
employment activities will be allowed during this stay. Ukrainian nationals, who have entered 
Germany for a short stay without a visa can apply for a temporary residence permit directly in -
country for an additional 90-day period once the 90 days of the short stay have elapsed 

— Ukrainian nationals who are currently in Germany for a short stay are not required to travel 
back the Ukraine in order to go through the visa procedure. They can directly apply for a long -
term work and residence permit in Germany 

— Ukrainian nationals need not go through the regular asylum procedures in Germany. They will 
immediately be given protection (asylum) in Germany and can further apply for a residence 
permit which will allow them to undertake employment activities. A passport or substitute, proof 
of sufficient means of livelihood (e.g., employment contract, pay slips, confirmation on receipt of 
social benefits), and a registration certificate are needed to obtain a residence permit. 

— Since Ukraine is no longer classified as a high-risk country as of 27 February 2022, there is no 
quarantine and registration requirement for Ukrainian nationals arriving in Germany. 

— Ukrainian citizens and third-country nationals residing in Ukraine can apply for visas for 
Germany at the diplomatic missions and consular posts in neighboring countries of Ukraine as of  
now by way of exception 

— National rail company of Germany is offering free-of-charge tickets for Ukrainian refugees who 
wish to cross the continent and reach their country. 

— Germany has adopted the Council of the European Union decision on Temporary Pro tection, 
granting protection to Ukrainian refugees who have been displaced from Ukraine on or after 24 
February 2022.  

 



Greece 

—  Ukrainian nationals holding biometric passports are allowed to enter Greece without an entry 
visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 days. 

― Ukrainian nationals without appropriate travel documents can enter Greece only through the 
Promahonas checkpoint, where they will be issued with the right documents by the Embassy of 
Ukraine in Greece. After completion of this procedure, they can stay in Greece for a maximum of 
90 days. 

― The decision of the Minister of Immigration and Asylum number 131035/4.3.2022 on the 
implementation of temporary protection (on the basis of the Presidential Decree 80/2006 
incorporating in Greek legislation Council Directive on minimum standards for giving temporary 
protection in the event of a mass influx of displaced persons) was issued providing temporary (12 
months) protection to 

a) Ukrainian nationals living in Ukraine before 24 February 2022, 

b) Third country nationals (other than Ukrainian nationals) or stateless persons legally 
residing in Ukraine before 24 February 2022 as eligible to international protection (or 
similar national protection) and 

c) to family members of the persons above under items (a) and (b). 

― The persons in question can apply for temporary protection in Greece based on a very simple 
procedure requiring initially the registration of the applicant with the Ministry’s records. At the 
same time, an appointment is booked for the filing of the application (normally within two to three 
working days from the applicant’s registration with the records above). Once the application is 
filed, the applicant receives a temporary protection card and also a social security registration 
and tax registration number (required for employment purposes but subject to activation which 
might take up to one month). 

― Anybody who fled Ukraine before 26 November 2021, any third country nationals or stateless 
persons residing in Ukraine with permanent residence permits before 24 February and cannot 
return to their country of origin safely are not eligible for temporary protection. Instead, they can 
apply for international protection (asylum).  

― The social security number provides access to health care (treatment of diseases, first aid 
health care and at least one medical examination). Under conditions temporary accommodation 
can be provided, whereas Ukrainian students can attend Greek schools. 

― No covid-19 or other restrictions apply to the entry of Ukrainian nationals. The Greek Ministry 
of Immigration also operates a help line for Ukrainian refugees. 

― The validity of the Ministerial Decision 131035/4.3.2022 introducing temporary protection 
scheme for Ukrainians has been extended for a period of six m onths, that is from 4 March 2023 
to 4 September 2023, and can be automatically extended for another six months, which is from 4 
September 2023 to 4 March 2024. Based on the input received by the Ministry of Immigration, 
the cards already issued (or to be issued until 4 March 2023) will not be cancelled but will 
continue to apply automatically and there is no need for the eligible persons to proceed to any 
actions before the authorities. 

 

Hungary 

― Ukrainian nationals can legally enter Hungary (and any Schengen Member State) based on 
their biometric passport without any visa to be obtained in advance. 

― Based solely on their biometric passport, Ukrainian nationals can stay in Hungary for a 
maximum of 90 days without any further necessary actions/documents. However, working 
activity cannot be legally performed by them based solely on their biometric passports, as 
working activity is permissible in advance. 



― Currently, Ukrainian nationals can legally seek asylum in Hungary referring to the current 
developments, however it is not mandatory. 

― The asylum seekers can only work at the reception facilities contributing to the maintenance 
and preservation of the reception center. In return, they can receive a monthly remuneration from 
humanitarian organizations. 

― Ukrainian nationals without a biometric passport can only gain a temporary residence 
certificate, granting them 30 days of legal stay in Hungary. It is to be noted that the certificate is 
not the same as temporary protection and is not accompanied by the same rights as temporary 
protection. 

― Temporary protection in Hungary is available to those entering the country after 24 February 
2022, and is a Ukrainian citizen, a refugee or stateless person recognized previously in the 
Ukraine or is a family member of a person belonging to the aforementioned categories. 
Residency, healthcare, education, shelter, and financial support can be accessed under 
temporary support. More details on the same are mentioned on the UNHCR website. 

 

Italy 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports for at least three months  
benefit from visa-free travel and are allowed to enter the territory of Italy without an entry visa  
and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 days. 
 
― On 3 March 2022, the establishment of a temporary protection mechanism in response to the  
influx of displaced persons from Ukraine was approved, activating the Directive 2001/55/EC, 
which provides for minimum standards for the reception and granting of temporary protection in  
the event of a mass influx of displaced persons. The Directive was transposed in Italy by Law  
Decree No. 21 of 21 March 2022. 
 
― Temporary protection is a form of exceptional international protection that guarantees, in  
cases of a mass influx of displaced persons from non-EU countries who cannot return to their 
country of origin, immediate and temporary protection. This temporary (visa-free) protection is 
valid for 1 year and allows access to the national health service, study, and work. After the 4th of  
March 2023, this type of residence permit may be renewed by the Police Headquarters from 6  
months to 6 months for the maximum period of 1 year. At the moment, starting from March 4th, 
2023, the renewal of the temporary protection visa is automatic and doesn’t require any 
additional 
steps. 
 
― Applicants for temporary protection are Ukrainian nationals and their family members residing 
in Ukraine before 24 February 2022, as well as stateless persons and third-country nationals and  
their family members who enjoyed international protection or equivalent national protection in  
Ukraine before 24 February 2022 and citizens of a third country other than Ukraine or a stateless 
person, holder of a permanent residence permit in Ukraine before 24 February 2022 and they 
cannot return safely and stably to their country of origin. Ukrainian displaced persons can apply  
for temporary protection at the competent Police Headquarters. The documents requested for the 
application are the passport and other identity documents, marriage, and birth certificates  
(for families) and additional documents that may be requested by the authorities. 
 
― With a residence permit for temporary protection applicants are entitled to medical care, work, 
study in Italian schools and universities, use CAS or SAI accommodation. 
 
― For who applied for or received a residence permit for tem porary protection, it is possible to 
enter and leave Italian territory and re-enter Ukraine, subject to the need to carry a valid travel 
and identity document. If applicants have been granted temporary protection in Italy and do not 
have a passport, they can apply for a travel document to move to other Member States, for a 
maximum of 90 days. 
 

https://help.unhcr.org/hungary/temporary-protection/


― If applicants have received a residence permit for temporary protection in Italy and they move  
to another European Union Member State, they may apply for and receive temporary protection 
in the State where they moved, but they lose temporary protection in Italy. 
 
― It is still possible to apply for refugee status if the conditions are met. 
 
― From the 27th of May it is available the online platform of the Civil  Protection Department 
which allow people fleeing the war in Ukraine to apply for the subsistence allowance for  
themselves, for their children, and for minors for whom they have legal guardianship. The aid is  
addressed to people who applied for a residence permit for temporary protection and found an 
autonomous accommodation or are being hosted by relatives, friends, or host families. The  
contribution is recognized for a maximum of three months starting from the date indicated on the  
receipt of the application for a residence permit for temporary protection. To apply for the 
contribution on https://contributo-emergenzaucraina.protezionecivile.gov.It is necessary to have 
the Fiscal Code (indicated in the receipt of the application for residence permit for temporary 
protection), a mobile phone number and an email address. -The state provided additional places 
in the CAS (Centro di Accoglienza Straordinaria) and SAI (Sistema di Accogl ienza e 
Integrazione) Centers, as did municipalities, associations, and private citizens. 
 
― Doctors, nurses, and all health workers who arrived in Italy after the outbreak of the war on 24  
February will be able to work in Italy until 4 March 2023 'as an exception to the recognition of 
qualifications'. 
 
― The government has also created a special fund of 1 million euros to finance measures to  
support students, researchers and teachers of Ukrainian nationality carrying out study or 
research activities at universities, higher education institutions of art, music and dance and 
research institutions. 

― Financial support will be provided at EUR 300 per family, per month for up to 3 months. 
Parents living in independent accommodations and not state-provided accommodations will also 
be eligible to claim a supplement of EUR 150 per month for each child under the age of 18.  

― The Italian government shall also provide a one-time financial assistance of EUR 150 for 
Ukrainian refugees with an income less than EUR 20,000 per year for the 2021 tax year.  

 

Ireland 

― Ukrainian Nationals who are considering leaving the Ukraine and travelling to Ireland may still 
do so without an entry visa requirement.  

― On arrival in Ireland the below groups will be granted Temporary Protection: 

(a) Ukrainian Nationals who were residing in Ukraine before 24 February 2022. 

(b) Nationals of a third country (other than Ukraine) or a stateless person who would 
have benefitted from international protection (for example Refugee Status) or an 
equivalent national protection status in Ukraine and were residing there before 24 
February 2022.  

(c) Family members of persons covered by a) and b), where their family already existed 
in Ukraine, prior to 24 February.  

― Temporary Protection provides the right stay in Ireland or another European Union country for 
at least a year and provides immediate right of access to work, housing, social welfare, 
healthcare, education, training, and other supports. 

― Ukrainians currently residing in Ireland on another immigration permission or stamp, for 
example as a student or on an employment permit, will remain on that permission/stamp until it 
expires or falls due for renewal. Following this they may decide whether to further extend or 
renew their permission or to avail of Temporary Protection for the remainder of  the period for 
which the Temporary Protection is available.   

on%20https:/contributo-emergenzaucraina.protezionecivile.gov


― Ukrainian nationals arriving in Ireland will not be required to show any proof of negative PCR 
results or proof or recovery upon arrival. They shall also not be subjected to any quarantine 
requirements. 

― Effective 16 February 2023, Ireland will extend all residence permits granted to Ukrainian 
Nationals on the basis of temporary protection until 4 March 2024 

― Ukrainian Nationals in Ireland with a Temporary Protection Certificate (TPC or yellow paper), 
are not required to apply for a new TPC or Irish Residence Permit (IRP) card, even if the current 
document is expiring  

― If a Ukrainian national intends to travel internationally and return to Ireland, an expired TPC 
may be used as proof of entitlement to re-enter the country until 4 March 2024. Foreign Nationals 
intending to travel under these arrangements should print the notice available on the link - Travel 
Confirmation Notice - Immigration Service Delivery - https://www.irishimmigration.ie/ and present 
it, along with their expired TPC or IRP card, to the immigration authorities and airline carriers, as 
requested 

― The extension to temporary protection and any subsequent IRP card is free of charge for 
beneficiaries of temporary protection 

― More information can be found on - Link, the following FAQs Temporary Protection Renewals 
- FAQs or by contacting  temporaryprotection@justice.ie 

 

Latvia 

― A Ukrainian citizen who holds a biometric passport may stay in Latvia visa-free for 90 days 
within a period of 180 days. If a person does not hold a biometric passport but holds a visa, they 
are permitted to stay in Latvia for the duration of the visa’s validity term. 

― If a Ukrainian national does not have the right to stay in Latvia or has the right to stay but does 
not have the right to employment and if he has a valid travel document, the Office of Citizenship 
and Migration Affairs, the State Border Guard or diplomatic and consular missions of Latvia 
abroad can issue a long-term visa with the right to employment without restrictions for a period of 
up to one year. 

― Long-term visas for Ukrainian citizens are issued for three years. The possibili ty of renewing 
the visa depends on the further development of the situation in Ukraine. Upon receiving a long -
term visa a Ukrainian civilian aged 15 and above is entitled to employment without restrictions in 
Latvia for up to one year. 

― Ukrainian residents who apply for temporary protection status in Latvia are issued a temporary 
residence permit for two years. 

― For Ukrainian residents who received temporary protection status in Latvia in 2022, long -term 
visas and temporary residence permits issued until 31 December 2022 will remain valid until 4 
March 2024, regardless of the validity period specified in the document.  

― If the term of validity of a travel document that was issued in Ukraine has expired, it is 
considered valid in Latvia until 28 February 2024. 

― If the period of stay in Latvia has exceeded or it is approaching the end of the period, 
administrative fines will not be applied, however, Ukrainian citizens whose term of stay is 
exceeded must apply for a visa at the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs in order to 
ensure a legal stay in Latvia. 

― Medical documents related to Covid-19 are not necessary for Ukrainian citizens to enter 
Latvian territory. 

― A handbook for asylum seekers in Latvia can be found on the website of the Latvian Office of 
Citizenship and Migration Affairs. 

― A border check will be carried out for persons with biometric passports. Visas will be issued to 
persons with other travel documents and without a valid Schengen visa. If a person arrives 

https://www.irishimmigration.ie/
mailto:temporaryprotection@justice.ie


without travel documents the identity of the person will be confirmed in cooperation with the 
competent Ukrainian authorities. 

― Ukrainian citizens who do not have a place to stay in Latvia are advised to inform the State 
Border Guard officials by calling 24/7 phone no. +371 67913569, +371 67913568. 

― A Ukrainian civilian who has a travel document issued in Ukraine may commence an 
employment relationship without receipt of a temporary residence permit. In such case, the 
employment contract shall be concluded for a period not longer than 30 days. The Ukrainian 
civilian shall submit an application to the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs for the 
temporary residence permit no later than within 10 days from the start of employment. 

― The NGO “Gribu palīdzēt bēgļiem” aims to provide support and assistance to asylum seekers 
and persons with refugee or alternative status, while promoting the integration of these people in 
Latvia. 

― Latvia provides the first days of 120 days of accommodation free of charge and 30 days of 
free meals for Ukrainian civilians in Latvia. 

― Ukrainian civilians can receive a one-time childbirth allowance for children born in Latvia after 
23 February 2022 (EUR 421.17 per child), even if the parent has not yet been issued a visa or 
temporary residence permit at the moment of birth. 

― Ukrainian civilians can receive a monthly childcare allowance (EUR 171 per child until the age 
of 1.5 years, EUR 42.69 per child aged between 1.5 and 2 years) and a monthly family state 
allowance (EUR 25 for one child, EUR 100 (in total) for two children, EUR 225 (in total) for three 
children, EUR 100 per child for families with four and more children) for the period for which the 
long-term visa or temporary residence permit was issued. 

― Ukrainian civilians in Latvia can receive a one-off benefit in a crisis situation - 272 euros for an 
adult and 190 euros for a child, a monthly allowance of EUR 109 for the first person and EUR 76 
for each subsequent person in a Ukrainian household, other material support or social services 
according to the individual needs. 

― Ukrainian civilians in Latvia are eligible for the same free of charge state-covered healthcare 
and medical services, including medicines, which are available to Latvian residents. 

― Ukrainian civilians are permitted to enter Latvia with animals (pets). Within 5 working days 
after arrival a veterinarian visit should be arranged for the pet; the veterinarian will examine, 
register, chip and vaccinate the animal free of charge. 

― Upon entering into employment, Ukrainian civilians are entitled to a one-time employment 
allowance of EUR 620. 

― Ukrainian civilians can use the regional public transport and carry their luggage free of charge 
upon presentation of an identity document. Ukrainian civilians registered at the Riga Support 
Centre for Ukrainian Residents can use the capital's public transport free of charge after the 
receipt of the ticket until 30 June 2023. 

― Ukrainian civilians can continue their studies as exchange students, while researchers can be 
employed in Latvian research institutions, receiving the same support for studies as for students 
in Latvia or researchers in existing research cooperation programs. 

― Ukrainian minors receive their education in Latvia in the Latvian language. At the level of pre -
school and primary school (grades 1 to 4), Ukrainian children may also learn the minority 
education program in the Ukrainian language. 

― Support centers provide additional support for Ukrainian civilians, including packages of food, 
household and hygiene products, advice on employment, information about educational 
opportunities in Latvia, consultation about child, pension and disability benefits, information about 
opportunities in the non-governmental sector, and psychological counseling. 

― Ukrainian civilians who are registered in Riga may apply for a benefit in a crisis situation, 
guaranteed minimum income benefit and housing benefit, a certificate for receiving food parcels, 



receive information about registration in schools and kindergartens, and receive free Latvian SIM 
cards and e-vouchers for using public transport. 

― Those who have been issued visas or a temporary residence permit in Latvia or have been 
given a personal identity number would have to submit an application for cancellation of their  
temporary protection status and visa or temporary residence permit to the Office of Citizenship 
and Migration Affairs when they aim to return to Ukraine or move to another country. 

― A person shall lose the temporary protection of a Ukrainian civilian in Latvia: 

― If the person receives international protection in another country or leaves (has left) 
for the country where he or she has the right to reside or to receive a residence permit; 

― If the term of validity of a visa or residence permit issued to him or her in accordance 
with the temporary support measures expired, and the person has not applied for 
renewal of visa or residence permit within a month of its expiry. 

 

Lithuania 

― As of 1 March 2022, migration related matters and employment procedures have been 
simplified in Lithuania for Ukrainian citizens, their family members and stateless persons residing 
in Ukraine. The changes were made considering the current situation in Ukraine. 

― Ukrainian citizens with biometric passports are subject to visa-free regime allowing them to 
stay for 90 days within a period of 180 days. 

― Ukrainians arriving in Lithuania must register with the Migration Department. The registration 
is necessary to access the necessary assistance and a legal stay in Lithuania. After registering, 
the Ukrainian nationals will obtain a temporary residence permit for one year and a national visa 
for one year. More information can be found at Link 

― Ukrainians not having a valid foreign passport, a national visa would not be issued in 
Lithuania. However, such individuals would be able to apply for a temporary residence permit for 
humanitarian reasons. 

― Ukrainians without valid travel documents are allowed to enter Lithuania. 

― As of 1 March 2022, Ukrainians no longer need a work permit and are exempted from the 
obligation to obtain decisions on the compliance of the foreigner‘s work (with the needs of the 
labor market of Lithuania) from the national Employment Service authorities. Therefore, 
companies employing Ukrainians will no longer have to apply to Employment Service for work 
permits or/ and work compliance decisions. 

― It is important to note, that employers, who have concluded an employment contract with a 
Ukrainian still have an obligation to submit notification (called LDU) via the State Social 
Insurance electronic page. The aforementioned notice must be submitted not later than one 
working day prior to the day of his / her employment. 

― Ukrainians who register in Lithuania are given an 11-digit personal identification number, 
which is recognized in state registers. Medical care and other necessary services are provided to 
Ukrainians arriving in Lithuania.  

― As of 1 March 2022, Ukrainian citizens can travel by train in Lithuania free of charge. If they 
wish to use this service, they only need to present their passport or identity card, and a birth 
certificate for children. 

― Ukrainian nationals who are working or studying in Lithuania are advised to apply for a 

temporary residence permit based on work or study, which is valid for two years, and can be 
extended further. More details can be found here. 

― The government of Lithuania has extended the validity of all the documents issued regarding 
temporary protection for Ukrainian refugees till 4 March 2024. The earlier issued residence 

permits have been replaced with digital permits with the renewed validity date. 

 

https://migracija.lrv.lt/lt/naudinga-informacija/ukraina-ukrayina-ukraina-ukraine
https://migracija.lrv.lt/lt/naudinga-informacija/ukraina-ukrayina-ukraina-ukraine
https://www.migracija.lt/stay-more-than-3-months


Malta 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa -free travel 
and are allowed to enter Malta without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 
days. 

― Malta is granting a Temporary Humanitarian Protection status in accordance with the 
Temporary Protection Directive (2001/55/EC) to the following categories, subject to being 
residents in Ukraine on or before 24th February 2022: 

(a) Ukrainian nationals; 

(b) Stateless persons and other Third Country Nationals (TCNs) who benefitted from 
international protection or equivalent; and  

(c) Family members of persons referred to in point (a) and (b) above. 

― Beneficiaries of this status are entitled to a residence permit, access to labor* and 
accommodation, social and welfare assistance, medical care, and access to education for 
children and teenagers. 

― Initial validity of the status is until 4th March 2023 with the possibility to be renewed for 
another 2 consecutive periods of 6 months each until 4th March 2024.  

― Malta has set up community  Centers providing information on the rules of arrival in Malta for 
Ukrainian nationals like quarantine rules, border crossing rules, travel with animals, etc. 

 

Note*: It is to be noted that under the status, the beneficiary is still required to submit an 

application for an employment license with the pertinent authorities, which application is exempt 
from the labor market considerations. 

 

Netherlands 

― Ukrainians arriving with a biometric passport, or a short stay visa may stay freely in the 
Netherlands for 90 days and under the current circumstance, this period can be extended up to 
180 days. Ukrainians staying over the maximum limit of 180 days will still be allowed to stay i n 
the country. 

― Ukrainian nationals without a provisional residence permit (MVV), a residence permit for a 
long-term stay, will be provided with one upon entry into the Netherlands.  

― The asylum procedure is also available for Ukrainians for new and pend ing cases. 
Additionally, there is a decision to prevent departure to Ukraine should an application is rejected. 
Also, the statutory decision period of new and pending applications has been extended for a 
year. 

― Netherlands has executed the Temporary Protection Directive to provide assistance to 

Ukrainian nationals with immediate protection. The end date of the protection legislation has 
been extended with another year until the 4th of March 2024. Non-Ukrainians with a temporary 
residence permit are no longer covered by the directive after 4 March 2023.  

― Information regarding the residential status for (Non-) Ukrainians can be found on the website 

of the Dutch immigration authority. (Non-)Ukrainian nationals falling under the Temporary 
Protection Directive are exempted from having a work permission in the Netherlands provided 

the Dutch employer notifies the Dutch employment agency two business days prior the sta rt date 
of the employment contract.  

― Starting from 1 November 2022, the transition period ended and therefore the employee must 

also be in possession of a temporary proof of residence or a residence permit card, called O 
document in addition to the notif ication.  

https://ind.nl/en/ukraine/temporary-protection-directive-ukraine


― Furthermore, employers are required to notify changes to the Dutch employment agency in 
situations such as; early termination or extension of employment or change of job title. 

― The Dutch government extended the validity of temporary protection for Ukrainian nationals 

who have fled the war for another six months, till 4 September 2023. 
 

 

North Macedonia 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports are allowed to enter in North 
Macedonia, with no requirement for visa. In such case, the Ukrainian nationals may stay in North 
Macedonia for up to 90 days within 180 days period 

― Ukrainian nationals who do not hold valid identification document, for the period of the security 
crisis in Ukraine, may be granted entry and residence to North Macedonia for humanitarian 
reasons. 

― Ukrainian nationals who are on the territory of North Macedonia and due to the security crisis 
are not able to return to Ukraine, will be allowed to extend their stay in North Macedonia for 
humanitarian reasons. The temporary residence granted under the humanitarian reasons will be 
issued for a period of up to one year and it can be extended in case such humanitarian reasons 
still exist. 

 

Norway 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa -free travel 
and are allowed to enter Norway without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 
days.  

― Norwegian Immigration authorities (UDI) has decided that Ukrainian citizens who are in 
Norway on permits or visa-free visits that expire can continue to be here until further notice (the 
duty to return to Ukraine has been suspended). 

― Norwegian Immigration authorities (UDI) are following the situation closely. They continue to 
work with assessments of how the situation in the country affects Ukrainians currently in Norway 
and applications for residence from Ukrainian citizens. See the attached link for further 
information and FAQ; Link 

― Family Immigration: With regard to family immigration applications UDI has stated that there 
are no changes in the requirements for getting a residence permit in Norway. Further, a 
residence permit for family reunification with someone who has collective protection will not form 
the basis for permanent residence because collective protection does not form the basis for 
permanent residence. 

― Asylum claimants must be in Norway or on the Norwegian border to apply for protection 
(asylum). Norwegian authorities no longer consider Ukraine a safe country. UDI will update the 
information on application processing for protection based on how the situation develops further. 

― UDI started an application scheme for Ukrainian nationals who want to reside in a temporary 
accommodation other than an asylum reception center or emergency accommodation. 

― All Ukrainians fleeing the country, including unaccompanied minors, are applicable to receive 
a collective protection (upon providing either passport or national ID card from Ukraine to as 
proof of identity) if they are: 

A. Ukrainian citizen and resided in Ukraine before 24 February 2022; or 

B. Ukrainian citizen and already had legal residence in Norway before 24 February 
2022; or 

C. Under protection in Ukraine before 24 February 2022; or 

D. A close family member of a person who qualifies for collective protection, regardless 
of nationality.  

https://www.udi.no/en/information-ukraine-and-russia/situation-in-ukraine/stay-in-norway/other-reason-for-residence/


― If the Ukrainian national holds a valid residence permit in another safe country, where it is 
possible to return, then they shall not be granted a residence permit in Norway. More details on 
available residence permits can be found on this link. 

 

Poland 

― The law on assistance to Ukrainian citizens in connection with the armed conflict in the 
territory of this country entered Polish legal order on 12 March 2022 and has been operating 
retroactively from the date of the beginning of the armed conflict in the territory of Ukraine, i.e., 
24 February 2022. 

― Ukrainian nationals as well as their spouses who are not citizens of Ukraine, can enter Poland 
through any valid identification documents, or residence permits of any Schengen country.  

― No COVID-19 certificate, or a negative COVID-19 test is needed to enter Poland. 

― All Ukrainian citizens are released from the obligation to possess a work permit to perform 
work legally in the territory of Poland. The only obligation of the employer in the scope of 
legalizing the work of any Ukrainian citizen in Poland is to notify the locally competent labour 
office that the foreigner has taken the job no later than on the 14th day from the moment of 
employment commencement. 

― Ukrainian nationals who relocated to Poland due to the armed conflict can apply for a Polish 
residence permit after 9 months from the date of entry. The Article 38 of the Act on assistance to 
Ukrainian citizens in connection with the armed conflict on the terri tory of the country states that 
the 9 months will be counted from the date of persons’ last entry to Poland. Such individuals’ stay 
on the territory of Poland was automatically legalized until 23 August 2023. 

― Provisions of the Act shall not be applicable to those who have permanent residence in 
Poland, long-term resident’s residence permit, temporary residence permit, refugee status, 
subsidiary protection, residence permit for humanitarian reasons and permit for tolerated stay. It 
shall also not be applicable to those who have submitted applications (or a declaration of will 
apply) for international protection. 

― Entering Polish territory with pets is allowed without valid documentation. 

― The free of charge train facilities from Poland to Germany shall be available for Ukrainian 
refugees until the end of May 2023. Ukrainian citizens do not require to purchase a ticket, or 
provide a registration card or any other document for bearding the train. 

 

Romania 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa -free travel 
and are allowed to enter Romanian territory without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days 
within 180 days.  

― After expiry of the visa free period, the period of limited stay will not be extended. If the 
individual wishes to stay in Romania for a longer period of time, they would have to apply for a 
long-stay visa and obtain a residency permit. More details on types of visas available can be 
accessed at this site. 

― To transit via Romania, it is not necessary to possess the Schengen visa. However, to declare 
the transit, one would be required to fill the ROMANIA – Road Transit Corridors document, which 
shall be stamped while entering and leaving the country. Upon entering Romania, the person will 
have 48 hours to reach the exit point. 

― Ukrainian nationals with pets, without related documents, are currently permitted for Ukrainian 
nationals. 

― Entering Romanian territory with documents confirming the identi ty (i.e., simple passports / 
identity cards) is currently permitted for Ukrainian nationals, as refugees/asylum seekers, under 
exceptional rules 

https://www.udi.no/en/want-to-apply/


― Ukrainian nationals who will be locally employed by a company in Romania for a maximum of 
9 months within a calendar year, full-time contract, are exempted from the work permit 
requirement, as an exception from normal procedures 

― Ukrainian nationals may apply for subsidiary protection/asylum/refugee status and thereafter 
they may be employed with a Romanian registered company without a work permit, as an 
exception from normal procedures. 

― Ukrainian nationals residing in Ukraine before 24 February 2022, can stay in Romania visa-
free for one year, with the possibility of a further 6-month extension under the Article 5 of 
Directive 2001/55/EC (temporary protection). Persons under temporary protection will be issued 
a residency permit and a personal identification number. 

 

Serbia 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports are allowed to enter Serbian 
territory without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 days.  

— On 19 March 2022, Serbia adopted the Decision on provision of temporary protection of 
displaced persons coming from Ukraine. Temporary protection was provided to:  

(a) citizens of Ukraine and members of their families.  

(b) asylum seekers, stateless persons, and foreign citizens who have been granted 
asylum or equivalent national protection in Ukraine and members of their families who 
have been granted residence in Ukraine; and  

(c) foreign nationals with a valid permanent residence or temporary residence in Ukraine 
who cannot return to their home country.  

— The temporary protection provides Ukrainian refugees the right to access to the labor market 
during the period of temporary protection, in accordance with the regulations governing the 
employment of foreigners. Thus, standard work permit procedures apply for obtaining a  work 
permit. 

— The Ministry of Interior, in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Asylum and 
Temporary Protection and Decision, decides on granting temporary protection for all people who 
have registered for availing the temporary protection.  

— On 16 March 2023, the Government of Serbia extended the validity of the Decision on 
provision of temporary protection of displaced persons coming from Ukraine (Decision). The 
Decision is now valid until 18 March 2024. 

 

Slovakia 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa-free travel 
and are allowed to enter the territory of the Slovak Republic without an entry visa and can stay 
for up to 90 days within 180 days.  

― Following an individual assessment, entry may be granted even to those without a valid travel 
document (biometric passport). In such a case, it would be necessary to apply for temporary 
refuge or asylum. 

― Entering the territory of the Slovak Republic with pets, without related documents, is currently 
permitted for Ukrainian nationals. A form would be required to filled for the pets, which shall be 
available at the border crossing points. 

― The obligation for third country nationals to submit the original of completed and signed 
Notification of stay form to the respective Foreign Police within 3 business days remains valid. 

― The Slovak government has approved provision of the temporary refuge status for Ukrainian 
nationals. Once temporary refuge is granted, Ukrainian nationals will have the same access to 
the labour market as Slovak citizens (except for civil servants). 



― Foreign Police offices have re-opened for all foreigners to book appointments online for any 
immigration procedure again.  

― Already approved temporary protection status for Ukrainian refugees have been automatically 
extended until 4 March 2023. It is possible to check the validity of one´s TPS and eventually also 
print a new document with correct end date on this link. 

― Further possible extension is expected to be announced in January/February 2023. 

― The Slovak government decided to extend the period of providing temporary housing for 
Ukrainian refugees till 4 March 2024.  

 

Slovenia 

— Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa -free travel 
and are allowed to enter Slovenian territory without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days 
within a period of 180 days. 

— If Ukrainian citizens enter Slovenia legally and stay with relatives, they must register their 
residence within three days of crossing the border (in the case of hotel and other 
accommodation, the host will take care of the registration). The police will enter the registration  in 
the relevant register and provide foreigners with any additional information. 

— If Ukrainian citizens enter Slovenia without proper documents, they commit an offence under 
the Foreigners Act. However, in such cases, given the war situation and the current situation on 
Ukrainian territory, the police will consider the individual circumstances of the offence and issue a 
warning and will not fine them. 

— If Ukrainian nationals do not possess appropriate travel documents while entering Slovenia, 
they can still enter the country by applying for asylum at the border. 

— Ukrainian nationals can bring their pets across the borders without any restrictions after filling 
this form and sending it to pets-crisisUA.uvhvvr@gov.si. 

— If citizens of Ukraine do not have the appropriate documents for crossing the border, but have 
the possibility of staying with relatives, they should first report to the nearest police station 
together with the relative with whom he/she will be staying. At the police station they can indicate 
their intention to apply for international protection. Their intention will be forwarded to the 
International Protection Procedures Division of the Ministry of the Interior, and they will be 
allowed to stay with their relatives. 

— The citizens of Ukraine can apply for international protection on the same day or as soon as 
possible after arrival in Slovenia. The purpose of applying for international protection may be 
expressed to any state body or a body of a self -governing local community that will inform the 
police. After the purpose of submitting an application of the international protection is expressed 
to any of the abovementioned authorities, they will be referred or brought to the police. 

— If Ukraine nationals want to stay in Slovenia after the 90 days for a certain purpose, they must 
apply for the residence permit. The foreign citizens can stay in Slovenia for different purposes 
(e.g.: employment or work, self-employment, seasonal work, daily labour migration, posting, 
relocation within a company, EU Blue Card, study, work in research and higher education, family 
reunification, family reunification with persons with international protection in Slovenia, national 
interest, long-term residence in another EU country, foreigner of Slovenian descent.).  

 

Spain 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports and are allowed to enter 
Spanish territory without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 days.  

― Spain recommended its citizens to consider temporarily leaving Russia if commercial means 
are available. 

https://portal.minv.sk/wps/portal/domov/ecu/ecu_elektronicke_sluzby/ecu-overenie-potvrdenia/!ut/p/a1/lZDLDoIwEEW_xS_otZZWlgUEykPiA8VuTFeERNGF8fsF48In4Owmc05y5xJNCqJrc61Kc6lOtTm0u-Z7BncWRjGiQPgCiw2lWeLPAbAG2D0DWTrmkHm6dqSdU8B685ee0_or31LNOZ70-WyY7wYyZCJpE00plOeEnrBTQPFhPn6MxJ_5P4Ge_rZEvyJfGuwG2APo6uAOdDx5PubNFKhUOboBOXZx-w!!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
file:///C:/Users/mayankarora2/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/7Q0MNR9P/pets-crisisUA.uvhvvr@gov.si


— On 8 March 2022, the Spanish Council of Ministers extended the temporary protection 
granted by the EU council for offering temporary protection to the following: 

(a) Ukrainian nationals in a temporary situation in Spain before 24 February 2022, who, 
as a result of the armed conflict, cannot return to Ukraine (students, tourism, business, 
etc.). 

(b) Third-country nationals or stateless persons who were legally residing in Ukraine on 
the basis of a valid legal residence permit (whether permanent or otherwise as students) 
issued in accordance with Ukrainian law and are not allowed to return to their country or 
region. 

(c) Ukrainian nationals who were in an irregular situation in Spain before 24 February 
and who, as a result of the armed conflict, cannot return to Ukraine. 

(d) Members of the families of the persons referred to in sections (a) and (b) in the 
following terms: 

• spouse or common-law partner 

• minor unmarried children or those of the spouse, regardless of whether they 
were born within or outside of marriage or adopted 

• other close relatives who lived together as part of the family unit at the time of 
the circumstances related to the migration of displaced persons and who 
depended totally or mainly on them. 

― A person seeking temporary protection must initiate a request before officials of the General 
Directorate of the Police, in the reception  Centers of the Ministry of Inclusion, Social Security 
and Migration. The temporary protection, once granted, provides a right to reside and work in 
Spain. The permit is valid for one year and will be automatically extended for another year.  

 

Sweden 

― Ukrainian nationals who are holders of valid biometric passports benefit from visa-free travel 
and are allowed to enter Sweden without an entry visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 180 
days.  

― A temporary extension of a visitor’s visa can be applied from within Sweden 

― The Swedish Migration Agency has not implemented any regulation specific to Ukrainian 
citizens. This means that normal regulations apply for individuals that would like to apply for 
residence permits in Sweden. This applies to e.g., work permits, and residence permits based on 
family ties. The main rule is that these permits is that they should be applied from outside of 
Sweden. However, individual assessments are made 

― Asylum claimants must be in Sweden or on the Swedish border to apply for pro tection 
(asylum). The Swedish Migration Agency has taken a decision to not to expel individual to 
Ukraine. 

― Ukrainian nationals can get a residence permit under the EU’s Temporary Protection Directive 
if they meet any one of the following criteria: 

– Are a Ukrainian citizen or have lived in Ukraine before 24 February 2022 

– Possess a status or residence permit as a person in need of protection in Ukraine 
before 24 February 2022 

– Belong to the family of someone who falls within the abovementioned cri teria 

– Possess a permanent residence permit in Ukraine and have lived there prior to 24 
February 2022, but cannot return to their home country in a safe way 



― Ukrainian nationals can bring their pets to Sweden, however, if the pet is not checked by 
customs staff or veterinary staff at the border, the pet would have to be taken to a veterinarian as 
soon as possible. More details can be found on this site. 

― Ukrainian nationals under the EU Temporary Protection Directive will be allowed to work in 
Sweden from 16 years of age.  

― Ukrainian nationals having a temporary residence permit under EU’s Temporary Protection 
Directive and planning to stay in Sweden for less than three years will not be registered as a 
resident in Sweden. Instead, they will have to apply for a coordination number. 

 

Switzerland 

― Ukrainian nationals, regardless of whether they hold valid biometric travel documentation or 
not, are allowed to enter Switzerland without an (entry) visa and can stay for up to 90 days within 
180 days. 

― As of 12 March 2022, the Swiss Federal Swiss Council has activated the so -called permit S 
(which may also be granted upon expiry of the visa-free 90 days). It applies to “people in need of 
protection”. Apart from war impacted Ukrainian nationals this namely also concerns persons from 
other countries. However, non-Ukrainian nationals must have had a valid residence permit in 
Ukraine prior to their escape and not be able to return safely and permanently to their home 
country. A permit S can be applied for at any open border crossing in Switzerland or at one of the 
six federal asylum  Centers. The initial validity of the permit S is one year, while it can be 
extended. People with a permit S can work upon authorization. This applies to being employed 
by a local Swiss entity as well as principally performing a self -employed activity in Switzerland. 
The work authorization is issued by the cantons and the application must be submitted by the 
Swiss employers for employees. Further, holders of a permit S also enjoy freedom of movement 
within the Schengen Area. Lastly, family reunification is possible for partners, minor children and 
other relatives, who were fully or partially supported at the time of escape (by), of permit S 
holders. 

― The status S for Ukrainian refugees is valid until 4 March 2024 and is not expected to change 
unless there is a fundamental change in the situation in Ukraine. 

― Ukrainian nationals who shall be seconded from a Ukrainian company to Switzerland for the 
performance of work for a limited duration are subject to the general criteria of the Swiss Ali ens 
Act as well.  

― Family reunification applications by holders of Swiss resident permits or Swiss nationals 
regarding Ukrainian nationals currently are still subject to the general criteria of the Swiss Aliens 
Act. 

― Ukrainian refugees between the ages of 15 to 20 years will be allowed to complete their 
apprenticeships in the country, even if their special residence status under the S permit is due to 
expire, or has expired. 

 

United Kingdom 

— Ukrainian nationals have visa free access to Schengen states, which enables them to reach 
safe neighboring countries from which they can make their applications to come to the UK. 
Ukrainian nationals eligible for a UK work visa and having all the requisi te documents can apply 
to UK Visa Application  Centers in Hungary, Romania, Poland, Moldova, and France without 
needing to have status in those countries. 

— Ukrainian nationals in the UK who have temporary visas issued on or between 18 March 2022 
and 16 May 2023, including work, study or visit visas can apply to the Ukraine Extension Scheme 
for free. Under the Scheme, Ukrainian Nationals will be granted 3 years leave to remain in the 
UK and will have the right to work, study and access public funds. 

 

https://jordbruksverket.se/languages/english/movement-of-dogs-cats-and-ferrets/pets-from-ukraine


— Ukraine Family Scheme: 

– In March 2022, the UK introduced the Ukraine Family Scheme visa which allows anyone 
with a Ukrainian International Passport to apply online for permission to come to the UK 
and join a relative who is already settled in the country. The Scheme is free and does 
not include any salary or language requirements. 

– Those applying from outside the UK, should await a decision before travelling to the UK. 
Ukrainian Nationals, who are outside the UK, are not required to provide their biometric 
information from overseas when making applications under the Scheme. Individuals who 
have already given their biometrics at a VAC should ensure they obtain a visa in their 
passport and must not travel if they are unable to provide evidence of this.  

– Once applicants outside the UK are accepted, they are issued with a permission letter 
granting travel to and permission to stay in the UK for up to 6 months. Once in the UK, 
holders of permission letters shall be able to make an application to extend their stay for 
up to 36 months.  

– Ukrainian Nationals already in the UK can also apply under the Scheme should they 
meet its criteria. Once approved, Ukrainian Nationals must book and attend an 
appointment at a UK Visa and Citizenship Application Services (UKVCAS) service point 
to submit their biometrics. The enrolment grants the right to remain in the UK for 3 years. 
Ukrainian Nationals are allowed to work in the country and have recourse to public 
funds. 

  

— Homes for Ukraine Scheme: 

– The UK introduced a “sponsor a Ukrainian” Scheme that will provide refuge to a much 
broader population. The Homes for Ukraine Scheme will be open to any Ukrainian who 
wishes to come to the UK, provided they have an offer of accommodation (Spare room 
or unoccupied residential self-contained unit). 

– Sponsors must offer accommodation (Spare room or unoccupied residential self -
contained unit) for a minimum of six months. Sponsors will be offered an optional ‘thank 
you’ payment of £350 per month. 

– Applications under the Scheme must be made be on a single form containing details of 
all relevant parties. 

– Sponsors need not be related to the sponsored person, Individuals arriving under this 
Scheme are able to live and work in the UK for up to three years and access healthcare, 
benefits, employment support and education. 
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