
Professional Practice Solutions
It’s the little details that make a big difference

The Solicitors’ Regulation Authority (SRA) have announced the date 

that their new Accounts Rules will take effect – 25 November 2019.

The changes to the Accounts Rules form part of revisions to the wider regulatory model as 

part of the SRA’s ‘Standards and Regulations’. In addition to the Accounts Rules, other 

changes include creating separate codes of conduct for firms and solicitors, allowing 

solicitors to carry out ‘non-reserved’ legal work from within a non-regulated firm and the 

ability for solicitors to provide reserved legal services on a freelance basis.

The changes to the Accounts Rules have been known for some time and have formed a key 

part of the SRA’s ‘Looking to the Future’ initiative. When announcing the date of 

implementation, Chair of the SRA Board, Anna Bradley, reiterated that the purpose of the 

changes made to the Accounts Rules was to strip away ‘outdated and unnecessary rules 

and give solicitors more flexibility to design and deliver their services around their clients’.

The SRA have also confirmed that guidance to help solicitors and law firms prepare for the 

new Standards and Regulations will be published ‘over the coming months’, which we can 

only assume will be before the 25 November implementation date.

If you would like to discuss what your firm could be doing to prepare for the ‘new’ Rules 

ahead of the implementation date, please get in touch.

Kind regards, 

Matt Britton

Director – Professional Practice Solutions

KPMG 

matthew.britton@kpmg.co.uk
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