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About ENRich 2019
Climate and the world of energy are intricately interlinked. At the turn of the century 
global economic growth and the need for energy related resources were growing 
apace.  That relation is now significantly altered. While, global GDP is anticipated to 
double, energy demand is likely to grow only by 30 percent between now and 2040. 
However, this is not good enough. The world is 1°C hotter than it was about a 
hundred years ago¹, and local impacts are even more accentuated.  

Economies have started transitioning their energy sector to manage the climate 
imperative. Indian energy sector has also started the transformation. Renewable 
energy is gaining share in the energy basket, and over time, it will displace carbon 
heavy alternatives. The economy is moving towards electrification across board. 
Industries dependent on traditional energy and resources economies need to 
transition.  

We need to navigate effectively for a better future. The new paradigm in energy and 
natural resources presents opportunities for greater inclusion, employment, 
economic efficiency, competitiveness and such other. It can also help unleash a new 
wave of digital revolution because energy infrastructure of the future can become 
the new internet.

Along with these opportunities, there could be adversities emerging from the 
energy transition. Energy infrastructure has substantial long-term capital lock-ins, 
thus timing of new investments is increasingly becoming tricky as are the efforts in 
financing the high cost high gestation capital assets.  

ENRich 2019, the tenth edition of our flagship Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) 
Conclave, will delve into these issues as it deliberates around the core theme of 
Navigating Energy Transition. The Conclave will deal with various aspects of this 
transition including on a socially inclusive course to this transition, on technology, 
investments, manufacturing and deployment, demand side efficiency and promoting 
the circular economy, resources for shared mobility and energy equity. In a situation 
that is beset with issues around utility sustainability, cost recovery and return on 
investments, we will deliberate through its various sessions on how these aspects 
can be coherently stitched together. The goal would be to evolve a robust landscape 
where citizens and investors in the energy economy can help evolve a benign 
energy future that leaves the world for our future generation in as good a place as 
that the past generations enjoyed.

• A sustainable agenda for India

• Investing amidst the energy transitions

• Circular economy in energy and resources

• ENR and the evolving Autonomous Connected 
Electric and Shared (ACES) Economy

ENRich
2019
themes

The discussions in ENRich 2019 will be captured through a post-event
brief for policy makers and sector professionals. 
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Session context

The tenth milestone edition of ENRich, KPMG in India’s 
flagship event for the Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) 
sector, is scheduled to be held on Wednesday, 6 November 
2018 at Hyatt Regency, Bhikaji Cama Place, Ring Road, New 
Delhi, India. The theme of the conclave is ‘Navigating Energy 
Transition’.

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas; and Minister of Steel  and Shri R. K. Singh, Minister of 
State for Power and Renewable Energy (Independent Charge) 
and Minister of State in the Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship have consented to grace the occasion.

Circular economy is a term that refers to a wide range of practices involved in 
utilization of waste, raising efficiency and continual use of natural resources. It is 
redefining economic growth by placing an increased value on natural and societal 
capital. It is a design process for a regenerative economy that converts waste to 
wealth and creates enormous possibilities in its wake.

India’s sustainable energy journey will be greatly aided by circular economy 
concepts being ingrained into project conception and will aid the resource
efficiency journey. There is a very strong connect between linkage of growth story 
of India and energy demand. Aligned with the global drive to move the low carbon 
route, India has also been progressing in this direction. There is a virtuous connect 
between circular economy and decarbonization. 

India remains hungry for energy and renewables will be key resources for this 
growth.  In particular solar energy is set to grow strongly. As the solar energy 
market increases, so will the volume of discarded products. If there is no circularity 
for the materials used by solar industry, it will cease to be a sustainable source of 
energy.  A 100 GW of solar capacity entails an estimated demand of ~7 Mn tonnes 
of materials including glass, aluminum, silicon, silver, etc. which can be retrieved 
and recycled reducing the stress on resources. With the advent of EVs and 
batteries, India also need to plan for issues around conserving natural resources 
and addressing end of life issues for batteries. Countries such as US and UK have 
taken the lead in research by establishing battery recycling R&D centers/ 
programmes.  

The session will discuss on the low carbon pathways of energy, it will also discuss 
how circularity using modern technologies will shape the future of conventional 
energy sources. Circularity can give a fresh new lease to conventional energy 
sources also. There are possibilities in pre-production, production and customer 
interfaces where circularity can be a value enhancer. While pre-combustion 
interventions, Renewable energy, waste-to-energy, fuel conversion, recycling the 
materials from energy production plants are ways of circularity leading to produce 
of energy, energy efficiency, demand response, energy as a service are possibili-
ties at the user side. Industry symbiosis is another key element of circularity for 
energy sector. This will help in utilization of heat and material leakages from one 
industry process to be utilized by another industry process.

We have some of the best experts in the subject space who are shaping the future 
of sustainable energy in this session. The outcome of the session is to create a 
thinking of future-proofing, source of inspiration and value-based thinking for the 
sector.
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