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Science-based targets is reaching critical mass 

16 26
45

126

288

538

208

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Climate action continues towards science-based Net Zero
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More companies set science-
based targets, or committed 
to do so, in 2020 than all the 
years prior – combined 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
(thus far)
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The health of our natural ecosystems is a rapidly accelerating issue.

The WWF estimates that 
biodiversity loss could drain 
$10 trillion from the global 
economy by 2050. 

The Science Based Targets 
Network is currently working on 
developing science based targets 
for Nature (SBTN) -- Freshwater, 
Biodiversity, Land and Oceans.  

The TNFD will deliver a 
framework to guide nature-
related financial disclosure by 
the end of 2022 and create 
resilience in the global economy 
by redirecting flows of finance 
at scale towards nature-positive 
activities. 

Climate and nature
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Mitigation pathway
towards 1.5°C

What is science-based Net Zero?
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GHG emissions

CO2 removals

Optional compensation

4. Optional compensation
Companies are encouraged to compensate for 
emissions that cannot be averted by providing 
annual support for projects, programs and 
solutions that create measurable benefits for the 
climate, people and nature.
Approx 10% threshold

2. Net Zero target
Objectives must include deep 
decarbonization of value chain 
emissions and CO2 removal that 
neutralizes all emissions that cannot 
be averted.

1. Interim Science-basedTarget
Companies working towards Net Zero should set 
an SBT with the relevant ambition-level for time 
(5-15 years) and temperature targets
 37% in 2030 for WB2°C
 50% in 2030 for 1.5°C

Source: SBTi

3. Carbon removals
Unabatable value chain emissions should be
neturalised with carbon removals, for instance, 
nature-based offsets

https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/legacy/2020/09/foundations-for-net-zero-full-paper.pdf
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Net Zero strategies
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Source: SBTi & CDP

CO2 emissions abatement with neutralizationCO2 Emissions abatement
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The role of nature-based solutions in Net Zero strategies
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Abatement with neutralization

Nature can and must play a critical role in climate mitigation strategies

It is an undeniable priority that ambitious action must be taken to:

1. Eliminate deforestation and halt nature loss

2. Protect, restore and enhance ecosystems to improve our ability to withdraw carbon from the atmosphere.

Source: SBTi & CDP

Reduce, abate, 
eliminate emissions 
where possible

Baseline year Net Zero scenario

Neutralize remaining
emissions through
removal

Afforestation
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The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular in dividual or entity. 
Although we endeavor to provide accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is 
received or that it will continue to be accurate in the future. No one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after 
a thorough examination of the particular situation. 
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For more detail about the structure of the KPMG global organization please visit https://home.kpmg/governance.  
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